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LIBRARY MATERIALS SELECTION , ADOPTION AND WITHDRAWAL

The School Committee endorses the School Library Bill of Rights, as adopted by the American Library Association, which asserts that the responsibility of the school library is to:

1.
Provide materials that will enrich and support the curriculum, taking into consideration the varied interests, abilities, and maturity levels of the students served.

2.    
Provide materials that will stimulate growth in factual knowledge, literary appreciation, aesthetic values, and ethical standards.

3.    
Provide a background of information that will enable students to make intelligent judgments in their daily lives.

4.   
 Provide materials on opposing sides of controversial issues so that young citizens may develop under guidance the practice of critical reading and thinking.

5.    
Provide materials representative of the many religious, ethnic, and cultural groups and their contributions to our American heritage.

6. Place principle above personal opinion and reason above prejudice in the selection of materials of the highest quality in order to assure a comprehensive collection appropriate for the users of the library.

Initial purchase suggestions for library materials may come from all instructional personnel--teachers, coordinators, and administrators.  Students will also be encouraged to make suggestions.  The library teacher will recommend materials to be included in the school library.  Final approval and authority for distribution of funds will rest with the building Principal subject to the approval of the Superintendent.

Gifts of library books will be accepted in keeping with the above policy on selection.  

The continuous review of library and integrated learning center materials is necessary as a means of maintaining a useful and active collection.  As new materials are selected and added, some older materials are withdrawn.  The responsibility for determining which materials shall be withdrawn shall rest with the professional staff.

Among the other reasons for withdrawing an item shall be the following:

· Curricular changes have rendered as superfluous materials (or multiple copies of materials) formerly used but no longer in demand.

· Materials contain information that is no longer accurate or current.

· Materials intended for recreational reading have become dated or unattractive and are no longer in demand.  Some books that are deemed standards or classics shall be retained even though they rarely circulate.

· Materials have worn out, been damaged or physically deteriorated, and have lost utility, and/or appeal.

· Materials have been superseded by newer items, which present the same information, but in superior format.

A vote of the School Committee to declare items obsolete will be required prior to disposal of library or integrated learning center materials.  
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